r v 


Gun Lobby Fires ! 
A Fearsome Volley 

' J 

By Marquis Childs 

IF THE pessimists are right, not even \ 
such a mild measure as the Dodd gun- r ! ' 
control bill has a chance of passage. 

Arid this. is the assessment after 17 
persons were killed and 31 wounded by'li * 
a' mad man who assembled on the top > <’• 
of the tower of the. University of Texas =• , ' 
an arsenal for mass murder. 

One reason for the pessimism of those 
who believe the uncontrolled sale of ;s 
more than 2 million guns a year with- 1. 
out any restrictions menaces order and ^ » 
stability is the fact that the propaganda ;> • 
tap has been turned on again. So power- j 
,ful is the gun lobby that a flow of letters ' 
and telegrams can.be organized almost : 
overnight. - 

It is, after all, an industry doing an - • 
estimated $1.5 billion of business a year. ! 

The National Rifle Association, with its : 
750,000 members, is the grass-roots* 
element of this , lobby. Aside from in- in- 
dividual memberships, the NRA has af- 
filiation with 14,000 clubs; The multiply- ; 
ing effect is geometric when it comes’ * '• 
to deluging Congress with protests. : ‘ 

The Rifle Association is a nonprofit 1 
organization with third-class mailing ^ 
privileges. v -• . 

A less well-known powerhouse supply- I ; 
ing the ammunition for the opposition ^ 
is the National Shooting Sports Founda- 7/ 
tion. Members of the foundation include i' 
most of the biggest arms and munitions & > 
manufacturers in the country. Among - 
them are . DuPont, Hercules Powder,'’",’ 
Smith and Wesson, Firearms Interna- * : 
tional Corporation, Lead Industries As-j’ 3 • 
sociation. In the mixed bag, along with V ! 
the corporate giants, are sports magav ' 
zines, gun dealers and sporting goods ^ 
associations. > . / ^ 
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ON THE impressive \list, too, are Z $ 
major gun makers— Colt Industries, y 
Remington Arms, the Winchester-West- 
ern Division of Olin Matheson — based in ' 
Connecticut. That is the home state of ’• 
Sen. Thomas J. Dodd, the author of the - 
gun-control bill. Under investigation by*. ; 

•the Senate Eihics Committee as the re- */ 
suit of charges contained in a series' of ^ • A 
columns by . Drew Pearson and Jack 
Anderson, the Dodd name, hardly, helps'll 
( the chances for passage of the bill. 

Pearson and . Anderson charged 're- T 
cently that because the. bill limits the t 
inflow, of surplus military, arms, from ' 
abroad, it would benefit domestic manu- 
facturers, including the Connecticut 
firms that have given Dodd support in : 
the past. To some degree, this could be * 
true. But it is also true that the bill 


puts fairly drastic limits on interstate ' 
mail-order shipments of hand guns, and, - 

are pther mild restraints on the . 
traffic in arms. 

^ The Dodd bill: has ; been moving at aU 
D °^ cr ^ wl through the i congressional J 
him -fu* tW0 ^rs. Hearings were v 
held, with witnesses testifying pro and 1 5 
con at length. If the measure is now , 
sidetracked before it reaches the Senate • ; 
floor or if, in the more remote chance ; : 
it is defeated by a Senate vote, then th'e ? - 
prospect of any . control is .put off' to the * 
w ii b Ur Mins;, 
of the. House *WSys' and Means Commit, * 

detached view that .it. and ;{j ,V 
t|le Senate acts, the Bouse can ■*- . 
consider what it will do. fa ; ; 

When the revolt broke out in Watts a " '• 
ag0 \ hundr eds of citizens, both -I , 
Negro and white, rushed out to buy 

s^inf GWS accoun . ts told of Sun shops - 
staying open overtime to accommodate . ■ 
a steady stream of customers. The im-':* ' 
w ? s .' of rival camps armings, 
themselves for something like civil wan X* 

g U ns ? re sti11 sec reted, and it can ^ ‘ 
hardiy be doubted that with another -i , f 
outbreak they would come out of hiding; * 
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CALIFORNIA, Missouri and Illi ’ 
nois caches of arms-not merely rifles' ' 
and shotguns but mortars, machine guns . 
and bazookas — have been found in the ” • 
possession of such fanatic groups as the '' 1 - 1 ' 
Minu cmen. They boast thft th?y^a„ t 

nL ! . th se arms t0 resist a “Commu- - 
“ ^r' Their definition of Com- •' ! 

mumst is broad enough to cover any- • 
body short of the John Birch Society -5 . 
and even the Birchites may be suspect J . : 

t Z h /Z U ™T 0f the g un l °bby is iike -- 
V? at ° f „ the aut0 manufacturers who say ” - 
rirf.nif ? uto safety law will not keep ••■•t 
runken and reckless drivers from : 
slaughtermg innocents on the highway 4 - I- 

Imtv°h d b,U would not ln a n prob- ‘ I 
ability have prevented the mass mtir- ’ : 

v fnfn,' ^ har la s Whitman, from' acquir- 
ing most of his arsenal. :• • 

But it is at least a first step, and this ! 
of course, is why the lobby is so bent ' 
on stopping it dead at this stage. The'-* 

'law sYmi°lir\ na !l 0nal - g “ n registration^ 
iw™ 1 t0 those m almost every' • 
European country. Those laws , in. 
cidentally, have not inhibited European “ ’ 

shooBnp 61 '’ W t u°' enjoy some of th e finest ‘ ' 

noil hap n p d y °one! rear “’ ** pros ^Z 
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